
Plenary Indulgence 

The gift of a special Indulgence has been granted to the faithful suffering from COVID-19 

disease, commonly known as Coronavirus, as well as to health care workers, family members 

and all those who in any capacity, including through prayer, care for them. Specifically, a 

Plenary Indulgence has been granted to the faithful suffering from Coronavirus, who are subject 

to quarantine by order of the health authority in hospitals or in their own homes if, with a spirit 

detached from any sin, they unite spiritually through the media to the celebration of Holy Mass, 

the recitation of the Holy Rosary, to the pious practice of the Way of the Cross or other forms of 

devotion, or if at least they will recite the Creed, the Lord's Prayer and a pious invocation to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, offering this trial in a spirit of faith in God and charity towards their 

brothers and sisters, with the will to fulfill the usual conditions (sacramental confession, 

Eucharistic communion and prayer according to the Holy Father's intentions), as soon as 

possible. Also, health care workers, family members and all those who, following the example 

of the Good Samaritan, expose themselves to the risk of contagion while caring for those sick 

with the Coronavirus will obtain the same gift of a Plenary Indulgence under the same 

conditions.  

“An indulgences is defined as "the remission before God of the temporal punishment due for 

sins already forgiven as far as their guilt is concerned." The first thing to note is that forgiveness 

of a sin is separate from punishment for the sin. Through sacramental confession we obtain 

forgiveness, but we aren't let off the hook as far as punishment goes. Indulgences are two 

kinds: partial and plenary. A partial indulgences removes part of the temporal punishment due 

for sins. A plenary indulgence removes all of it. This punishment may come either in this life, in 

the form of various sufferings, or in the next life, in purgatory. What we don't get rid of here we 

suffer there.” https://www.catholic.org/ prayers/indulgc.php 


